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Experiential Activities in Elementary School Curriculum

Kana Nashimoto

Department of Child Studies, Kamakura Women’s University

Abstract

Special emphasis is given to experiential activities in the Course of Study for elementary schools (revised
2008). The first point to note is that the inclusion of experiential activities was stated in statutory form.
Second, cultivating skills through firsthand experience is emphasized to foster a “zest for life”. Thirdly, for the
most part, a greater number of out-of-school activities are included within the in-school curriculum. For the
implementation of the current experiential activities, a redefinition of “out-of-school” and promotion for
participative activities in cooperation with the local community are necessary. Next, it is suggested that more

attention should be directed toward the issue of disparity in experimental activities.
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