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Variations of Innocence and Experience: Family Drama in the
Novels of Dostoevsky and Dickens

Noritake Yoshioka
Department of Child Psychology, Kamakura Women’s University

Abstract

This paper discusses the theme of the intimate sphere broken and regained in the family by, comparing
Dostoevsky’s and Dickens’ novels, focusing on the social backgrounds of England and Russia. In so doing, the
idea of the self-made-man and the domestic angel will be reexamined as a correlation of two allegorical fiel
ds—experience and innocence —in the industrialized world of Victorian England. In the study of Dostoevsky’s

novel, however, it will be shown that binary opposition cannot be found in the family that lacks a bourgeoisie

family ideology, but rather in the conflict between western rationalism and preindustrial Slavism.
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of nature, Dickens’s characters dramatizes their
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city 115)
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